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Arc at 30: Is this Australia's most tenacious artist-run space? 
Rodney Forbes 
The original Art Resources Collective (Arc) at Yinnar in Gippsland had its origin in an active group of students finishing their 
studies at the Gippsland School of Art (now Monash's Gippsland Centre for Art and Design) and wanting somewhere to_ con-
tinue working in a collaborative manner. 
The Gippsland School of Art was a radical experiment in Art Education, founded by Dutch painter/printmaker Kees Hos. He 
believed profoundly in freedom, and proved it by risking his life to hide and pipeline to safety fugit ive Jews in nazi occupied 
Holland. His Gippsland art school had 24 hour access, no grades, no cri t sessions and a sense of equality between lecturers and 
students. It valued collaboration and cross-disciplinary practice long before these became fashionable in contemporary art. 
Hos hired exci ting contemporary artists to teach in the school and maintained an ambitious international visiting artist pro-
gram. Word soon spread and the school attracted ambitious artists as lecturers and students, who were to go on to become 
some of Australia's leading artists and curators. Above all, the ethos of the school honoured resourcefulness and this was a 
quality certainly in evidence during Arc's first tenuous years of existence. 
Inheriting many of the values of Kees Hos's free art school, Arc proved to be a refuge and lifel ine for contemporary Gippsland 
artists who wanted to remain and practice in the ravishing Gippsland landscape when their courses ended. It helped qual ity 
artists to remain in the area, contributing to the exceptional contemporary art scene Central Gippsland enjoys today. 
I remember the kerosene lamp-lit inaugural meeting to explore the idea of Arc at artist Rodney Scherer's hobbit-like dwelling in 
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the Jeeralang Hills. Scherer was the unstoppable motivating force beh ind Arc in its early years as it rented an abandoned 
school in Boolarra, then secured ownership of an ex Butter Factory, its present home, in Yinnar. 
It has been suggested that Arc was the first artist-run initiative, as we now think of them, in Victoria. The collective work and 
passion of many artists and administrators and the support of the local community has sustained Arc over a long period when 
many similar ventures have come and gone. 
Arc continues to provide a quality working and exhibiti ng venue for contemporary artists, curators and musicians in Gippsland 
and to honour the principles on which it was founded. Long may it thrive. 
Churchill 2012 
Rodney Forbes is a painter, curator and writer and the Director of Gippsland Centre for Art and Design at Monash University 
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Opening Speech Arc at 30 
69 Smith St Gallery 
I started my studies at Gippsland school of Art in 1980, lured there 
from Melbourne by its reputation as a radical art school, and my last 
year of undergraduate study was 1982, the year arc started. 
As the end of art school loomed, I went along to a late night meeting 
at Rod Scherer's hobbit-like house in Bennet's Creek where the idea of arc was 
first discussed. I had no idea back then that I would end up as the head of the art 
school and Rod had no idea that he would become the Director of the 
regional gallery. It just seemed like finishing art school meant a 
return to the city and a boring day job 
Rod and I had quite a good no-income collaboration going, designing 
and printing posters and t shirts. I remember that we did the other 
than a nine dash five poster, which celebrated the art school's 24 hour 
access, sadly a casualty of OHS policies, the inaugural Boolarra wood 
chop poster, and a tee shirt lampooning the publicity for the NGVs van 
Gogh blockbuster. That t shirt ended up in the wearable art collection 
of the Australian National Gallery- I guess that gave me my first 
inkling that you could forge an art career while living in the 
country. 
A lot of other artists had the same feeling and I guess that's what 
created the idea of arc. Arc really is a treasure. With no recurrent 
government funding, it survives in a tiny country town like Yinnar and 
gives many Gippsland contemporary artists their first solo show as 
well as providing the focus for many great collaborative exhibitions. 
I'm very honoured that arc has invited me to open this wonderful 
exhibition celebrating it's first thirty years. I was thirty when I 
first moved to Gippsland (you can do the sums)! I had my first solo 
show outside art school at arc and next Tuesday I'll be opening my 
15th solo show at Australian Galleries just down that street there. 
(do come along!) 
So don't let anyone ever tell you you can't launch an art career from 
the country. And I think arc's inspirational message is that when a 
group of people get together and cooperate they can defy all the odds. 
Thank you 
Rodney Forbes 
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